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Governor-General in Council, 'with my strong con-
victions, to sign this despatch without an earnest
protest against it*

This protest bears date the 24th October 1868.
On the 12th January 1869, Lord Mayo succeeded
to the complications which it, and other expressions
of opinion of greater intensity, had left behind.

The Licence Tax and the Certificate Tax had
strongly agitated the public mind. Much may be
said in favour of a tax upon all incomes, and some-
thing in an Oriental country (which levies a heavy
land - revenue) for a tax upon trades, professions,
and accumulated capital, however employed, except
in land. But a partial tax of the latter sort, which
goes beyond its own proper limits, and yet does
not include the entire area of incomes of every class,
is liable to the gravest objections. The Licence
Tax was an imposition of this sort, and the Certificate
Tax was practically the Licence Tax under another
name.

They were intended as a sop to the wealthier
and more clamant classes, and they excluded from
their incidence, not merely capital invested in land,
but also investments in the funds. On the other
hand, they included the incomes of public servants.
Lord Lawrence's Government had felt that such
taxes were not defensible, and this fact soon became
known. Its Financial Member, in introducing the
Act into the Legislature for imposing the Certi-
ficate Tax in March 1868, broadly admitted that
* if you insist upon strict equity in your assessment,